control families were tested. Each family member received a $io payment for participation.
During the fIrst 15 months of the study, members of 58 matched families were administered a three hour test battery (Foch ci a!, 1977) . Two versions were employed, one for children less than io years of age and one for older children and adults. Based upon analyses of these data, a shortened (two hour) battery was developed for subsequent testing (Table   I) Foch et al (1977) .
between proband and control families, and unique ness as indicated by discriminant function analyses.
(A detailed discussion of the development of thor shortened battery has been provided by Foch, 1975.) The In addition to the psychometric testing, parents also responded to self-report questionnaires. Informa tion concerning parents' education, occupation, reading habits and television viewing habits; occur rence of RD in their families; mothers' pregnancy history; and their children's development was obtained in this manner. Questionnaire data were analysed by Chi-square tests of statistical significance. As in the case of the test data, only highly significant differences (P < . 01) are reported.
Results
Mean test scores for younger and older pro bands and control children are presented in Tables II and III Several significant sex differences were also found. Girls less than 10 years of age (see Table II Table III ). Although there were over three times as many RD boys as girls in the sample, in no case (including the multivariable analysis) was there a significant interaction between sex and family type. This lack of an interaction suggests that the extent of the disability is as marked in 
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Mean scores and results of two-way analyses of variance: Siblings of reading disabled probands vs siblings of controls (< soyrs)
